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Dear “mitzvah project” student: 

We invite you to have a rewarding experience by selecting 

Friends of Eliya-USA as your mitzvah project. 

The following pages provide a basic overview of our mitzvah 

project, including your role in supporting visually impaired 

children in Israel. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 
Dalia Moghavem          Nora Tahvili 
Chairwoman of the Board         Director of advancement 

Friends of Eliya - USA          Friends of Eliya – USA 
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Dear mitzvah student,  

Before reading about our mitzvah program, we request that you try the 

following activity with a partner:  

One person should read, while the other person follows these steps: 
 

1. Look out of a window and look around for 30-60 seconds and think 
about all that you see.   

2. Then, close your eyes for 30-60 seconds.   
3. While your eyes are closed, think about what you don’t see.   

4. Of course, you realize that with your eyes closed you can’t see 
anything! 

 
Many people take their eyesight for granted because they’ve had eyesight all 

of their lives.  There are many variations of being “visually impaired.”  Some 

people cannot see anything and live in complete darkness, while others have 

partial eyesight; only see shadows, only see black and white, and so on.  For 

many people visual impairment is something they were born with, while for 

others it occurred later in life because of an illness or an accident. 

In Jewish Morning Prayer, we are required to recite the following verse 

specifically about eyesight: 

 

 

 

Translation: “Blessed art Thou, LORD our God, Master of the universe, Who 

gives sight to the blind.” 

(Since our eyes were closed and did not see while asleep, we are compared 

to the blind, to whom sight is now restored).   

We hope that next time walk through a dark room, and you canôt 

see, or when you are watching a movie, you have a heightened 

awareness about the gift of sight! 

 



 

2 | P a g e  
 

 

 

 

Eliya helps children embrace their visual impairment and provides 

specialized programs to help meet their specific needs so they can live 

fulfilling lives. 

About Us 

Eliya is the primary organization in Israel providing full week specialized 

programs for preschool visually-impaired children.  Eliya is the leading 
center of its kind in the world with early-intervention and state-of-the-art 

programs that support visually impaired children to:  
 

1) Reach their maximum potential  

2) Become self-sufficient/independent adults 
 

Guiding Principles 
 

Eliya's programs are based on the following principles: 
 

1. To prepare visually impaired children for integration into mainstream 
kindergartens and future schooling. 

 
2. To prepare visually impaired and multi-challenged children for the care 

facility appropriate to their needs upon leaving Eliya. 
(Some children attending Eliya are visually impaired and have other disabilities). 

 
3. To strengthen the family unit - the essential support system for the 

visually impaired/challenged child - through individual and group 
counseling with expert therapists. 

 
Background 

 
Starting with one group of six children in 1982, today, Eliya-Israel provides 

programs to over 120 children and their families in three centers: 
 

¶ Petach Tikva for the central region 

¶ Be'er Sheva for the south of the country 
¶ Jerusalem for Israel's capital and the surrounding areas 
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The Petach Tikva branch has its own custom-built center on a site provided 
by the local municipality. The Be'er Sheva and the Jerusalem branch are 

presently in rented premises. In Be'er Sheva, Eliya is intending to approach 
the municipality for a site on which to build its own center within 4-5 years. 

 
The three centers operate 11 months a year, six days a week (Sunday 

through Friday). 
 

In addition to the general programs children are enrolled in, Eliya offers the 

programs that assist visually impaired children to reach their unique goals, 

such as: 

¶ Hydrotherapy    $500 per child per year 

¶ Music Therapy   $400 per child per year 

¶ Art Therapy    $360 per child per year 

¶ Shiatsu/Massage   $250 per child per year 

¶ Group Music    $180 per child per year  

¶ Pet Therapy    $110 per child per year 

Your Role 

By choosing Eliya as your mitzvah project you will gain knowledge of 

children with disabilities and be part of the solution that helps them live 

more fulfilling lives.  You will become an advocate and fundraiser for the 

organization and more importantly we promise that you will be immersed in 

important Jewish values: 

¶ The Importance of Charity (Tzedakah) 
¶ A Love of Israel (Ahavat Israel) 

¶ The Need to Help Other Less Fortunate (Gimilut Chasidim) 
¶ A Respect those with challenges (B’tzelem Elohim) 

¶ Organizational Skills (Tachlis) 
 

Additionally, you will become an official Junior League Leader for one 

year and you will have an open invitation to annual parlor meetings.    

As a Junior League Leader you will also have the opportunity to volunteer at 

all of our events and gain community service hours.     
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Program Details 

You will be given detailed instructions on how to create a webpage with 

information about your mitzvah project goals and objectives, including funds 

you expect to raise for Eliya.   

Once your page is active, you will be able to invite your friends and family to 

donate to your campaign.  The webpage will keep track of your financial 

progress.   

Finally, at the conclusion of your campaign, Eliya will be notified of your 

campaign completion and the funds will be transferred to us.   

Acknowledgement 

At the conclusion of your mitzvah project, you will be an official graduate of 

our mitzvah program and receive a certificate of completion and letter of 

appreciation for your hard work and dedication.  Additionally, you will 

receive a plaque so you can exhibit your accomplishment.1   

You will also have a lifetime membership with our organization and will be 

kept informed of our progress.  

Contact Us 

To join our mitzvah program, please complete the brief two-page application 

below and send it back to us via email, postal-mail or fax attention: Nora 

Tahvili, subject: Mitzvah Project enrollment. 

We will contact you within 5-7 business-days to enroll you in the program. 

Address: 22647 Ventura Blvd., #188, Woodland Hills, CA 91364 
Fax: 818.924-0101 or info@eliyausa.org 

 

If you or your parents have any questions, do not hesitate to contact 
us at 818.865.8722 or info@eliyausa.org.  
 

We are on the web at www.eliyausa.org and http://www.eliya.org.il/ 

                                                           
1
 A minimum of $500 donation is required for plaque 

mailto:info@eliyausa.org
mailto:info@eliyausa.org
http://www.eliyausa.org/
http://www.eliya.org.il/
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Mitzvah Project Application ï Page 1 

 

First Name, Middle Name, Last Name 

 

Hebrew Name if Applicable 

 

Birthday (mm/dd/yyyy):           

 

Parents full name 

 

Parents Hebrew Name If Applicable 

 

Address 

 

City, Zip Code, State 

 

Primary Contact Phone Number 

 

Alternate Phone Number 

 

Email: 
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Mitzvah Project Application ï Page 2 

Please type a brief paragraph about why you chose Eliya for your mitzvah  

project and what you hope to accomplish:       

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              



 

 
 

 

 

 

How to set up an Online Account to Raise Money for 

Children of Eliya 

Friends of Eliya–USA, uses GoFundMe  for individuals who would like to create a 

fundraising campaign online and raise funds for our cause. 

Getting started is easy!   

How does the 'Charity Donations' feature on GoFundMe work? 

 

GoFundMe , has a built-in database to help set up an account and raise money for 

children of Eliya.  Once you reach your fundraising goal, GoFundMe  will process and 

deliver all donations to Friends of Eliya-USA. GoFundMe  deducts a 4.25% fee to process 

and deliver all charity donation payments. 

Overview of website 

Go to: http://www.gofundme.com/online-fundraising/  

Click on ñHow it Worksò to view a short video clip on how the site works. 

*Hint: Donôt click on the ñTry it freeò button under “Personal Donation Website;” 

that’s for setting up a personal account.  We are setting up a charity account.  We will 

be setting up your account in Step 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gofundme.com/online-fundraising/
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Step 1: Go to http://www.gofundme.com/charity-donations/ 

*Hint: Creating an account takes about one minute and then you have options to 

spend more time customizing your page design, color and format. 

Step 2: In the search box (pictured below), type ñFriends of Eliya-USA INC.ò  

*Hint: Don’t click on the “Get Started” link; we are setting up a specific charity account 

under Friends of Eliya - USA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After you click “Search,” you should see the following screen (below): 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Step 3:  Click on the ñRaise Moneyò button to create an account. 

 

http://www.gofundme.com/charity-donations/
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Step 4: The following page (below) will pop-up, prompting you to create an account. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 5: Create an account by doing one of the following: 

(1) (On the left side of the page) fill in your name, email address and 

password, and then click the “continue” button. 

OR 

(2)  (On the right side of the page) click on the Facebook icon and you will be 

prompted to log into your Facebook account, which automatically links to 

GoFundme . 

 

CONGRATULATIONS!  You are done!  Now you will be able to customize your 

page, invite your friends to your page and start reaching your fundraising goal!   
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Question / Concerns: 

Feel free to contact Nora Tahvili at 818.865.8722 or nora@eliyausa.org, if you have any 

questions or concerns.  

Thank you  for choosing  Friends of Eliya ï USA   

as your  mitzvah project!  

We hope you will enjoy this mitzvah opportunity and experience the joy and rewards of 

making a difference in the lives of visually impaired children by raising funds for early 

intervention programs for visually impaired children in Israel. 

ñHow wonderful it is that nobody need wait   

a single moment   

before  starting to improve the world.ò 

- Anne Frank  

 

 

 

 

 

 
www.eliyausa.org 

22647 Ventura Blvd., #188 

Woodland Hills, CA 91364 

 

P: 818.865.8722 | F: 818.924.0101 | info@eliyausa.org 

 

mailto:nora@eliyausa.org
http://www.eliyausa.org/

